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2015: CELEBRATING 62 YEARS OF GIVING COMPANION ANIMALS A SECOND CHANCE
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Our overarching message in this issue is to thank the many individuals
and organizations who contributed supplies, money, and time to help the

three partnering organizations in the Heitter Road hoarding situation.

For those who may not know, together with the City of Freeport Animal
Control and Stephenson County Animal Control (headed by Stephenson
County Veterinarian Dr. William Condie of the Freeport Animal Hospital),
Friends Forever assisted in the rescue of over 80 dogs from a rental property
on Heitter Road just west of Freeport this spring. The dogs ranged in age
from puppies to 14 years. According to Friends Forever Shelter Manager
Carol Falconer, who assisted in the rescue, at least 50 dead cats and dogs
were also found.

The public response to this situation was almost unbelievably heartwarming,
as you will see in the list of donations and contributions listed in this
newsletter —and we know that there were more than we have records for, too.

Having been finding homes for dogs and cats since 1953, we are proud to have
been involved in this team effort. It's our mission to find homes for animals
Continued page 2

Interested in adopting a Heitter Road rescue dog?
At this time, all adoptions are being handled through Stephenson County Animal
Control Warden Kristin Laue. Kristin plans to post photos of the dogs on lllinois
and Wisconsin lost-dog Facebook pages to try to reunite any pets with their owners

before the animals are made available. Interested individuals can pick up applica-
tions at Freeport Animal Hospital, 321 E. South St. in Freeport or email Kristin at
klaue@co.stephenson.il.us Please direct questions to the Freeport Animal Hospital
at (815) 232-4916.

CALENDAR

JUNE

All month

e Adopt a Shelter Cat Month

4 International Hug Your Cat Day

5-11 Pet Appreciation Week

6 Dog Park Work Day

12 World Pet Memorial Day

13 German Valley Days Parade, 1 p.m.
19-25 Animal Rights Awareness Week
24 Take Your Dog to Work Day

26-27 Cub Foods Brat Stand —
Join us for lunch and support FFHS!

JuLy

All month

e Dog House Repairs Month
15 Pet Fire Safety Day

31 National Mutt Day

WFRL 1570AM Talk of the Town —
3 Tuesdays, 12:30 PM

Board Meetings — 4th Wednesdays,
5:45 pm — Friends Forever Shelter
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Happy summer everyone!

It was a pretty hectic Spring at
Friends Forever and first and fore-
most | want to offer, on behalf of the
board and staff, my heartfelt appre-
ciation for the outpouring of support
during the situation involving tens of
dogs in rural Stephenson County. It
was inspiring to see so many come
together from all over the country to
support Friends Forever and the Free-
port and Stephenson County Animal
Control departments. As | put words
to paper, some of those dogs are
already being adopted out through
the county animal control office. As
has been mentioned in previous news
releases, the county has decided to
handle all adoptions. Anyone inter-
ested can contact the Stephenson
County Animal Control Office.

Continued from page 1
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Several events have taken place
since the last newsletter including
our annual Chili Day and the Raise the
Woof Comedy Night held with Critter
Camp. There have also been several
adoption and information outings,
sharing our mission and animals. |
encourage you to mark your calendar
for our special events coming up over
the summer such as the Cub Food’s
Brat Stand, Stephenson County Fair,
and the Dog and Pony Car Show just to
name a few.

This year the board is busy working
on several behind the scenes projects
as well. One of those projects is
volunteer training and coordination.
FFHS will be coming out with a

new Volunteer Application soon

and | encourage both old and

new volunteers to update your

information. This time of year also
brings the need for outdoor volunteers
who are interested in helping to
keep our large dog park looking
great. Projects such as painting,
weed whacking and pulling, mowing,
and mulching are just some of the
things that are a never ending job.

In addition to dog park volunteers,
we are still looking for a large wish
list item: a gator or UTV. Doing work
around the park, which includes lots
of hauling, would be made so much
easier for staff and volunteers with
the addition of a little horse power.

Lastly, | invite everyone to stop out
and visit, take a tour or a walk around
the park. Thank you all for helping us
fulfill our mission.

Doug

who find themselves without one, and through the generosity of many indi-
viduals over the years, we have placed literally thousands of cats and dogs
with loving families. While this hoarding story has brought the plight of these
dogs to the public’s attention, we also want to remind our readers and friends
that we rescue animals every day, year after year, and we are always in need of

contributions to continue that work.

The three organizations involved in this rescue are extremely grateful for the

public response to the Heitter Road situation. All contributions are supporting
their efforts as ongoing partners in rescuing and finding homes for lost, stray,

or unwanted animals. THANK YOU!
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Great teamwork, great people

I'd like to echo the common theme you've read throughout this newsletter:
working together allows us to accomplish so much.

Over the years, Friends Forever has worked hard to establish strong ties
with many other animal rescue organizations, both in Stephenson County and
throughout the Midwest. The quick response to the recent hoarding situation .“““”HH
would not have been possible if those ties had not already been in place, and
because they were, we were able to move fast as a team and rescue the large number of dogs
involved without missing a beat. I cannot say enough about the commitment of Stephenson
|

County Animal Control, headed by Stephenson County Veterinarian Dr. William Condie
of the Freeport Animal Hospital, and the City of Freeport Animal Control. Together,
I think we all exemplified what teamwork really means.

I also want to say that while we were removing the dogs who were alive
and identifying those who were not, my faith in people was tested. It’s hard to
see how anyone could treat animals like that. However, my faith was quickly
restored by the outpouring of generosity from so many people in and
around our community. What a testimony to the fact that the
good really DO outnumber the bad!

Thank you, everyone.

Carol Falconer
Friends Forever Shelter Manager

o

Friends Forever Board and Staff Board

Doug Toepfer—President Diane Heeren
Brian Wheelock —Vice president Margaret Larson Shelter

Karen Christen—Secretary Ricky Mueller Carol Falconer—Manager

Terri Matthews ~Treasurer Marilyn Smit Contact any of these folks through the Shelter
Leigh Clark Michelle Wilcox . .

. . Email: petsrus966@hotmail.com e Phone: 815-232-6164
Carole Dickerson Pam Wilson

Nic Fellows
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5~/ Donations

Patricia Adams
Brenda Akins
Tammie Alberts
Phyllis Alexander
Alpha Beta Nu
Sue Anderson
Wayne & Carol Anderson
Terrill and Kathleen Armagost
John & Connie Aspinwall
Timothy & Janet Aures
M. Avery
Jaclyn Banner
Judy Barney
Deb & Tim Bauch
Judy Bell
Benchwarmers Sport Bar & Grill
Laverne & Kathleen Best
Dina Bicker
Blackhawk Elementary School
Cynthia Blair
Ann Blanchard
Rachel Blauman
Bocker Auto Group
Lindalou Boeke
Michael Boland
Neysa Bonnell
Denise Book
Kay Boschulte
Elizabeth Bowen
Joyce Gibbons & Kimberley Brandt
Brandt Farms
Tim & Wendy Bray
Jessi Briggs
Elbert & Gail Brister
Diane Brogdon
Kathleen & James Brokhausen
Nichole Brongiel
Joan & Thomas Brooks
Nadine Brown
Gina Brown
Lorene E. Bruce
John Brun
Lowell & Diane Buck
Kevin & Jamie Keller Budden
Ashley Burrington
Shirlee Calvert
Janice E. Campbell

Patricia Carbaugh
Gary & Vicki Carl

Carl Sandburg School —
Builders Club

Janelle Carlock
Jan Carlson
Carlson Dog Training Inc
Jolene Carney
Randy & Brenda Carr
Jean Castle
Ramon & Georgann Castro
Brenda & Victor Cavazos
Diana Cherf
Beverly Christensen
Mallory & Keaton Clark
Marian Clark
Steven Winter & Tim Clark
Terry & Karen Coffman
Karyn Collier
Carol Comella
Robert & Sherry Comer
Donna Cornelius
Charles Crabtree
Deborah Craig
Sileena Crawford
Cynthia Crocker
Bob & Carol Curtis
Chuck & Debbie Cuthbertson
Donna Dagnan
Wendy Dahlberg
Sara Daily
Pamela Davis
Barry & Lisa DeBoor
Department 39, Honeywell
Ralph & Elyzabeth Derby
Nicole Dettmer
Mary Diamond
Curtis Diemer
Michael & Ruth Diestelmeier
Ellen Dieterman
Martin Dinges
Erin Ditmeier
Steven Dittmar
Daniel & Peggy Dixon
Pamela Dole
Geo. Dombeck
Daniel & Norma Dominick
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Eileen & Paul Donhowe
Linda Donmeyer
Leo Dryer
Gary Dubey
Julie Duncan
Lynn Dunham
Denise Dykstra
Robert & Sandra Eakle
Sherry Echstein
Frank Edler
Terrence Egan
Bobbie & Seve Eisen
Misty Eisenbraun
Yvonne Ellinger
Lynn & Diana Elliott
Phyllis Elvidge
Dick Engels
Sandra Enke
Debra Fargher
Stephnie Feld
Nic Fellows
Charlene Fenske
Kay Ferron
Gary Fetter
Victoria Fletcher
Teresa Fogel
Laura Forbes
Brenda Fordham
Bev Fortuna
Mary Louise Foster
Darcey Frederick
Freeport Insurance Center
Furst-McNess Company
Danni Gallentine-Kopp
Leslie Garvey
Wanda Gast
James & Virginia Gastel
Karen Gaylord
Glenn Geilenfeldt
Melissa Geiser
Andrea Genz
Judith Gerharz
Monica Gessner
Kari Gitz
JD Glenn
Donald Goers
Donna Goodwin
Katelyn & Eric Gray
Melanie Greeley
John Green
A. A. Green

Jim & Bonnie Haas
Penny Hall
Eric Hammer
Ashley Hammer
Gayle Hammer
Sarah Hanson
Scott Hartel
Linda Hawk
Andy & Leslie Hawley
Mark Heckman
Vicki Heeren
Suzanne Heilemeier
Warren Heimerdinger
Kathy and Richard Heinkel
Rich & Connie Heinrich
Carl Heintz
Helm Group
Karla Hendee
Tina Hensley
Shirley Herbig
Juanita Hickerson
Marsha Highbarger
Audrey Hill
Doris Hillan
Dennis Hinz
Terese Hoefer
William & Sally Hoff
Maia Hogoboom
Jennifer Hovorka
Todd Howe
Janet Hribal
Charles Hughes
David & Christal Ifert
Jeffery Janicke
Hope Jannusch
Kristina Wilfang & Nora Jeter
Craig and Kathy Joesten
Barbara Johnson
Kathie Johnson
Vicki Johnson
Amy Jones
Stephanie Jones
Jones Farrar Magnet School
Lisa Katzenberger
Pat Kelly
Jodee Kempel
Ruth & Wayne Kempthorne
David & Deb Kennedy
Lisa Kenney
Debra Kent
Lynn Kereven



DeAnn King
Brian Kleckler
John & Jane Klinkner
William & Kathleen Kloos
Frederic & Kathleen Kluth
Cheryl Kneubuehl
Kay Koerner
Linda Kotopka
Emily Kradle
Doreen Kuehl
Kevin & Michelle Kunkel
Jill Labllister-Heirri
Mary Lou Lafler
Barbara Lamb-Bocker
Sarah Lambert
Robert & Marie Lapour
Connie Larson
Shauna Larson
Glen & Kathleen Larson
Teresa Winter & Darrell Laszewski
Thomas Lawler
Dean Lawver
Rebecca Leopold
Jane Lethlean
Scott Lillie
Rick & Becky Lindenmeyer
Bob & Linda Lloyd
Greg & Diane Lloyd
Susan Lockinger
Kimberly Long
Keith & Shey Lowman
Karen Ludwig
Sarah & Bernard Luecke
George Lybarger
Ken Germain & Brad MacCallum
Terry Maderak
Mary Marks
Diana Martin
Douglas & Martha Martin
Kelly Masciovecchio

McConnell United Methodist
Church

Allyson McDaniel
Penny Mclntire
Irene McIntosh

David & Nancy McIntyre
Bill & Norma McLenahan
Janice McNett
Shary Meinert
Ashley Meline
Julie & Sheryl Mennenga

Jan Merchant
Abby Merriman
James & Robin Meyer
Leeann Meyers
Jane Michael
Kelly Miller
Betty Miller
Betty Lou Miller
Mary Miller
Dorothy Montgomery
Patricia Moran
Loren Morgan
Tom & Shelly Moyer
Emilie Munda
Duane Mundth
Judith Murphy
Frank & Laurie Musso
Marion & Lori Myers
Kathleen Napholz
Valerie Nelson
Elizabeth Nelson
Kathleen Nicodemus
Nicole Noeske
Rose Noeske
Janet & Marcus North
Kelsey O'Hare
M. M. Ohms
Louise Juliani & Gary Oldenburg
Gene Olmstead
Bettie Olson
Mary & Bettie Olson
Vicki Paluch
Ashton Pardridge
Audrey Pash
Nancy Patterson
Marieta Pederson
Fred Pelley Jr
Adell Peterson
Nathan Peterson
Frank & Vicki Petta
Mike Philips
Sara Pieschel
Russell & Cheri Piper
Bruce & Ellen Pittluck
Holly Pohlman
William & Marla Pommerening
Linda Pottinger
Jerry & Judy Prasse
Linda Price
Peggy Raab

Loni Randecker
Katharine Rausch
Teresa Reel
Deb Reynolds
Sonya Rice
Amy Riehle
Sandra Ries
Virginia Roberts
Jill Rogers
Jill & Mike Rohner
Lou Rotello
Patricia Rowe
Betty Rupnow
LeAnn Rust
Safe Haven.
Jeanne Sagendorf
Caralee Scace
Caralee Scace
Sarah Scheider
Elizabeth Schellenger
Bob Schlueter
Cheryl Schneider
Joseph Schneider
Amy Schneiderman
Bette-Jon Schrade
D. Schrader
Sylvia Schroeder
Joan Schulz
Eugene Shade
Paula Shal
Kim Sherbon
Barbara Sima
Jerry & Sharon Simler
J & M Simmons
Brian & Linda Skogsherg
Lynda Smith
Penny Smith

William & Marseyne Snow

Cynthia Snow
Karen Snyder
Linda Sobirai
Steve & Connie Sorn
Jon Spielman
Michele Stadermann

James & Ellen Stadermann

State Bank Of Pearl City
Diane Stearns
Avis Stewart
Kate Stiles
Anita Streckwald
Beth Street

Darin & Jessica Stykel
Elizabeth Sullivan
Betty Swalve
Phil Swalve
Rich & Sheila Swanson
Rose Tahash
Terrance & Lynette Taylor
Linda Thomas
L. E. Thomasson
Andrew and Angela Thompson
Celinda Thompson
Virginia Thompson
Pam Thrasher
Mark & Carla Ticknor
Theresa Tipton
Kathryn Ubben
University of lllinois
Beth Vaccaro
Clyde Valentine
Paul Vehmeier
Juanita Wachlin
Jeff Wagner
Kristine Wagner
Donald Walker
Jackie Warner
John Watkins
Paul Watkins
John & Eldora Watson
Tait Weigel
Eric & Sheila Welch
Teresa Wellman
Stephanie Wendell
Bobby Wendt
Deborah & Douglas Wessel
Jennifer White
Gina Wiebenga
Debra Wierzycki
Pamela S Wilson
Sheryl Wilson
Beth Winter
Jennifer Winterland
Barb Witek-Lowery
Harriet Woker
Mary Wolf
Jon & Pam Wolfe
Kay Woods
Kristine Zajicek
Karolyn Zanocco
Betty Zelasco
Meg Zurval
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Whether you're bringing home a new kitten from the Shelter or

a dog rescued from a hoarding situation like the one on Heitter
Road, “homecoming” is a great day for your pet. However, it can
also be scary, confusing, and exhausting — for both of you.

Early summer is “kitten time” at many shelters, when many are
available for adoption, and it’s also a great time to adopt a dog
since housetraining may be easier for some during nicer weather.
So, here are a few timely tips for making homecoming easier

for everyone.

1. MAKE SURE YOUR HOUSE IS PET-
FRIENDLY. Especially with young
animals, know that they are going to
chew on whatever is available. While
you can’t remove everything in their
path, identify obvious temptations
and remove them at least temporar-
ily. Try to think like they will - do you
have houseplants that would be great
for digging or chewing? Many can be
poisonous or create tummy troubles,
so best to just move everything out of
reach if possible. Don't set your pet up

for scoldings either - if you don’t want
to risk making Aunt Nelly’s vase the
victim of pet playtime, just put it away
for a while.

. HAVE A PLACE RESERVED JUST FOR YOUR

NEW PET. It’s often a good idea to start
small when introducing a new pet to
your home, maybe just in a room or
two until they get used to their new
digs. Do you have a child-gate that
you can use to close off sections of the
house? If not, it’s a good investment!
Crate-training is a wonderful way to

6 Friends Forever Humane Society ¢ May 2015

The best doctor in the world is the veterinarian. He can’t ask his patients what’s the matter. He’s
1 w We're pleased to include an article from a Freeport-area vet in the Friends Forever newsletter! Authors will change fr

help housetrain a new puppy or dog as
well as being a safe, comforting spot
just for them. There are many great
resources on crate-training, from the
internet to local trainers to your vet if
you would like more information.

. MAKE TIME TO BE WITH YOUR NEW

FAMILY MEMBER. Try to arrange your
schedule so that you are not dashing
out the door as soon as you get your
new bundle of joy home. You are their
new family, and they need to get to you
know you! Adopting on a weekend or
when you can arrange time to stay at
home for a while is ideal.

4. TAKE A TOUR. For new Kkittens, accom-

pany as they wander through your
home and begin to get comfortable.
For puppies, keep them on a leash and
escort them around, and then take the
opportunity to do the same thing on

a walk outside in the yard and around
the block. Make sure they know where
food and water is, and for cats, point
out the litter box. Allow plenty of time
for sniffing as you go!

. SAY HOWDY TO OTHER PETS. If you

have other pets at home, the introduc-
tion process may take a little longer.
The current pets already have their
relationship arrangements all worked
out, and here’s a newcomer to toss it all
up in the air! For both kittens and pup-
pies, one of the best — and safest — ways
to introduce them to an existing group
of pets is as follows:

« For puppies and dogs, it’s great to
start with introductions on neu-
tral territory, like a park or doggie
daycare. Enlist a friend or trainer to
have the new dog on a leash while
you keep your current dog on a leash
too. Let them meet each other and
get acquainted for a while - taking a
walk is a great option.

o On the way home in the car or in
their first crate, give the newcomer a
towel that they snuggle in, which will



got to just know. — Will Rogers
)m issue to issue and will focus on a seasonal or other timely pet concern. Thank you, veterinarians!

transfer their scent to it. Do the same
with existing pets. NOTE: if possible,
don’t bring the newcomer home at
the same time as a current pet - be-
ing in the car is a lot of togetherness
in a close space for animals whove
just met.

Before the newcomers meet the

current residents “in person,” swap
towels and allow time for the scents
to be sniffed and understood by all.

A crate is a great tool for keeping
introductions safe and polite. When-
ever you are not actually in the room
with a new pet — and even when you
are, if you‘re otherwise occupied —
put the newcomer in a crate in the
midst of the existing clan. The cur-
rent pets and the newcomer can sniff

each other through the crate and get
to know each other, and the new-
comer will feel safe. A plastic crate
works better for this than a wire
create, which can leave the pet inside
feeling pretty exposed - if you must
use a wire crate, toss a blanket over
part of it to create a den at one end
to which the newcomer can retreat.

When all pets are out together, keep
an eye on them but don’t over-
protect the newcomer - as long as
everyone is getting along pretty well,
an occasional growl or hiss is just
part of the process of getting the new
relationship patterns in place. Give
them space to work it out (and for
newcomers who are a first or only
pet, STILL give them time to them-

selves; they have a lot of “processing”
about their new home to do!).

If you have specific questions or con-
cerns, your vet is a wonderful resource

— just ask! Welcoming a new family is

a special time for everyone involved,

so also don’t forget to capture it with
photos....you won't believe how fast that
puppy or kitten grows!

Dr. Patrick J. Heitzman, DVM
Tender Loving Care Animal Hospital
1633 S. Galena Ave.

Freeport, IL 61032

815-235-1401
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To the generous people who've helped Friends Forever through memorials and donations.

< < The following lists cover the timeframe from mid-February to May 20, 2015.

/4

In Honor of

Darlene Incelli

Darlene Frederick

Elaine Finke
Vicki Warthen

Deb Nordgren for her Birthday
Barry & Kay Anderson

Judy & Dennis Garkey
Charles and Diana Garrett
Lyle & Jane Krug

Deborah Nordgren

Michael & Susan Perry
Wesley & Joyce Robinson
Judith Shankland

Ronald & Beth Slade
Marianne & Richard Drogosz
Mary & James Lee

Jan Sanders

Vicki Warthen
Larry & Bobbi Cable

Erc Martin
Freeport Family Chiropractic

Rachel Garman
Freeport Family Chiropractic

Hutee
Kathleen Mitchell

Lou Ann Moyer
Freeport Family Chiropractic

Darla Sue a K-9
Women of the Moose #485

Evelyn Ryan and her black cats Lily & Joey
Linda Upton

In Memory of

Pauline K. Miller
Brittany Miller

Miles R. Frankfield Jr.
Gary & Nancy Price
Jack Criddle

Shirl Laughlin

Merrie Jule Barney
Susan Scott

Jean & Beth Leid

Shirley Moore

Roger & Jane Goodspeed
Judith Hayner

Jane Bailey

Fredric Hildebrant
Kathleen Schmidt

Shirl Laughlin Memorial
Danny Krum & Linda Truckenmiller-Krum
John & Nancy Bjerga
Martha Smith

Catherine Baldwin

Diana Ulsh

Donald & Virginia Maves
Dory & C Drake Defrane
Nancy Leonard

Amy Krukowski

Lisa Sims

The Boyle Family

Cindy & Dan Fishburn
John Whiton

Stanley & Pamela Doden
Cheryl Leahy

Ross & Melissa Jable
Kenneth & Sally Urban
Linda Barklow

Neil & Sharon Rouse
Leda Dietrich

Jan & Darryl Bausman
Olga Carlile

Christine Korf & Pamela Thrasher
William & Julie Knight
Ralph & Su Norman
Frank & Judy Gonder

James & Jennifer Laughlin

Miles Frankenfield
Ruth Frankenfield

Our Mother and Aunt
The Amerpohl and Case Families

John ‘Jack’ Van Horne
Kurt Bremmer

Jean Van Horn
Jacqueline Van Horn
Fred & Connie Eberle
Carol Garnhart

D Scott & Jody Ireland
Kristine Najera

Karen Bremmer

E. & G. Herman

O Lee Michael

Laura Dayton

Jodi & Michael Cruz
Betty McKenna

Betty Wood

Thomas and Linda Balbac
Lynda & Frederick Borsdorf
Donald & Diane Bradley
Mary Carroll

James & Nancy Dezell

Andy & Leslie Hawley

Jon & Diane Kaufman
Laura Koppenhoefer
Kathleen Levan

D. Robert & Barbara Melcher
Robert & Wauneta Phelps
Judy Scott

Kevin & Marylynn Trost
The Betty Wood Memorial

Andrew Sieferman

Tina Sieferman

Mary Blehinger
Michelle Vondenkamp
Veneta Agney

Ruth Corbin

Mark Dehner

William & Nancy Holm
Marilyn Janssen

Shirley Klages

Wayne & Gayle Radzi
Ruth Rockey

Ronald St. Clair

Jerry & Nel Stearns
Robert & Jane Vanhamme
Mary & Jan Vehmeier
John Brockmeier
Dorothy Taylor

Lynette Brown

Freeport Clinic OB Department
Janice Nickel

Cynthia Grant

William & Mary Sisler

The Janice Nickel Memorial
Bailey Conkey

David & Christal Ifert

John Stellwagon

Carol & Al Grzelak

Barb Hayenga
John & Julie Cook

Phil LaBrique
Patricia Riddell
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Nellie - English Springer Spaniel
Bob & Christine Stewart

The Friends & Family of Joy Robinson

Buster Arlene Powers
Lianne Dunham Mark Wayman
Babe, Bo, Ty & Chezny Eunice Hildebrandt
Debra Schneider Patricia Riddell
Elsa, Jeff & Laura Haucks German Duke

Shepherd Rebecca Nailor
Larry Steffen and John Watkins Joy Robinson

Ken Olson

Linda Whitener

Patricia Schradermeier ¢ her Cat, Smokey

Mike & Tazzy Christ

Audit/Financial

UPDAIL

The audit for 2014 has just been
completed and it has gone very well.
The final report will be delivered at
the May board meeting. We ended
2014 in a stronger financial position
than we've been in since 2011 and
are currently in a positive cash flow
situation, so here’s to keeping that
trend going for the remainder of
2015 and beyond!

)

SH

Best Friends Forever

Will you be a Friends
Forever BFF?

Our Best Friends Forever (BFFs)
commit to a monthly contribution
to Friends Forever, automatically
charged to a credit card or handled
by check. If you choose to donate by
credit card you don't ever need to do
another thing!

Suggested monthly levels are $10,
$17, $33, and $48, but you can
designate any amount you wish and
whatever level you choose, your
contribution will help provide qual-
ity food, housing, and medical care
for animals who through no fault

of their own have found themselves
waiting here for their forever homes!

Just go to www.friendsforeverhs.org
and click on the BFF logo to sign

up today, and we'll send you a BFF
window cling that you can proudly
display to show everyone how much
you care. Thank you for remember-
ing our furry friends by being their
BEST friend!

These generous folks said YES!

Kathleen Napholz
Kay D Day
Karen Christen
E. Carole Dickerson
Terri Matthews
Marilyn Smit
Terry & Debbie Schlosser
Mary & Brian Brandt
Lindsay Williams
Gregg & Kathy Knodle
Sarah & Dan Todd
Dave & Angela Snyders
Pat Kelly
Frances Heitter
Diane & Wayne Conroy
Beth Street
Patricia Rowe
Joseph Ricks
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Wed love to introduce you to all of the

fine felines at Friends Forever! Like

any other pet, choosing a cat requires
thought, so here is a short list of things to
think about.

1.

Consider taking home two. Cats
require exercise, mental stimulation,
and social interaction. Two cats can
provide this for each other even when
you’re not around.

. Find a cat whose personality fits

yours. We at Friends Forever can
help you find the perfect feline friend
- we're great matchmakers!

. Have a veterinarian selected

ahead of time and schedule a visit
within the first few days following the

adoption so you're sure to start out
on a healthy note and get the proper
medical records started.

. Make sure everyone in the house

is prepared before you bring kitty
home - pets are a family affair. When
adopting a new cat with existing pets
at home, our shelter staff can give
you tips on how to make a proper
introduction. Socialization is very
important, but don’t expect it to be
successful immediately.

. Make sure you've thought about

the short- and long-term costs

of a cat. While it may not be a major
part of your budget, any pet is a
responsibility and there’s a cost associ-
ated with that.

10 Friends Forever Humane Society ¢ May 2015

6. Be prepared so that your new cat
can start feeling at home right away,
with a litter box, cat litter, food and
water bowls, food, scratching posts,
safe and stimulating toys, a comfy bed,
and grooming tools.

7. Cat-proof your home. Don't leave
food on the counter - that could teach
your new friend to jump up for a
bite. Watch to ensure the kitten isn’t
chewing on electric cords, and pick
up small items like paper clips or toy
parts, which could be swallowed.

Please stop and visit anytime - we're
ready to help you adopt your first cat, or
bring home a friend for whoever might
already be enjoying your home!



TREASURER’S LETTER

My letter this time is short, but for a very
good reason. I am leaving lots of room
in this newsletter for the many, many
contributions received recently.

A great number of these were in connec-
tion with the Heitter Road hoarding situ-
ation, and it has touched me greatly to
see the way our community cares. When
I say “community;” I don’t mean only our
geographic community, but the commu-
nity of animal-loving friends we have all
around the country. Contributions came
in from hundreds of miles away from

Freeport, all in the name of saving these
dogs who needed to rely on “the kindness
of strangers” to escape a potentially grim
destiny. Thanks to all of you, mission ac-
complished!

Id also like to take a moment this month
to especially recognize Anonymous.
Anonymous is a regular contributor to
Friends Forever, and he/she makes a
difference every month, every year. In
the recent hoarding situation, Anony-
mous gave literally hundreds of dollars in
supplies and cash, and did it without any

thought of thanks. I, however, would like
to let Anonymous know that in this case
and every other month of the year, we
appreciate you.

Terri Matthews, Treasurer
Friends Forever Humane Society

Please note that in order to help with newsletter
costs, we have elected to discontinue publishing
actual financials in the newsletter. However,
these are always available to you by calling the
shelter or emailing us at info@friendsforeverhs.

org.

g both daily-use items and those we have
that will add to the safety and security of our stat
ave questions, please contact the shelter, and tha

Toilet paper

Double pocket folders

Garbage bags (39 and 13 gallon)

Gift cards for Staples, Menards, Farm
& Fleet, Walmart and Home Hardware
Clay cat litter

Nylabones

Treats

e Bleach
e Dish soap
e Scotch tape

Shelter/Park Improvement a
Maintenance Iltems

e Kitchen-type brooms with soft n
bristles

e Galvanized pails (5-7 quart)

e Grooming table

e Gator or similar UTV with d

for park maintenance

Thank ya
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Friends Forever Humane Society

966 Rudy Road
Freeport, IL 61032

Phone: 815-232-6164
Email: info@friendsforeverhs.org

Visit us online at:
www.friendsforeverhs.org

Putting Pets in Forever
Homes Since 1953

MEMBERSHIPS

Non-Profit Org
U.S. Postage

PAID

Freeport, IL
Permit No. 105

Change Service
Requested

All memberships renew one year from the date of inception. Have you renewed yours yet?

Yes! | wish to become a member of Friends Forever Humane Society.

E New Membership E Renewed Membership
E Lifetime $1,500 (one-time fee)
E Patron $250 or more
| Couple $60

DONATIONS

| wish to make a donation!

MEMORIALS & HONORARIUM

| wish to make a gift

In memory of

" |Individual $40
D Senior (62 and over) $25
" | Person with Disabilities $25

Membership dues enclosed $

Donation enclosed $

Gift amount $

In honor of

Gift amount $

You can also become a member or renew your membership
online at www.friendsforeverhs.org, as well as making
donations, memorials, and honorariums.

Address
City

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $
Please make checks payable to: Friends Forever Humane Society
and mail to us at 966 Rudy Road, Freeport, IL 61032

Phone

E-mail
State

Zip




